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to happen. And where we have these type school -based heal th
clinics, we have actually given gexeducation courses where
wherever they have existed there has been an jncrease in teen
pregnancy rates and | still think that these are
responsibilities that belong in the famly, +that mom and dad

should take care of +that and it shouldn't be in the hands of
educators, especially when the educators need to learn ¢35 much

about education yet. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank vyou. Senator Wthem followed by Senator

Croshy.

SENATOR W THEM Yes, M. President and nenbers of the body I

have not spoken on the issue other than to introduce the

committee anendments. This is a troubling type of bill, to me

because of the type of enotions that it brings out and | thihk
it denmonstrates...it may not be the inability of the school

system or the inabili tK of our children to deal with these
i ssues, it denonstrates the inability of a group o 49 aduls
that are elected to the Nebraska Legislature to dear with these
types of issues. We are not creating anything new with this
bill. We are sinply using sone better” | anglage to define what
it is that we expect our students to | earn. W have a
conprehensive health education programin our statutes today.

That's existing language. Al this does is spell out in more
moderni stic | anguage what it i swe expect that curriculumto
cover. We are not nandating any new programs, already school
districts are mandated to have conprehensive health educati on.
If you re concerned about the school's ability to handle that ,

you probably ought to be comingin with legislationto repeal
the whole languagehere. Byt we already have that. We already

have conprehensive health education as 0one of the very feew state

mandated programs that exist within our statutes. All this
really does is spell out what it is that we need to include
within those particular progranms. It's an update of the
| anguage. It's not sonething new. I had ny |ight on before
Senator  Dierks spoke and wasn't going to mention this, but,
beings he did, | think | need to. Senator Dierks, | think it s
irresponsible to tal k about school -based health clinics in here.

There's absolutely not hi ng in here that talks about the
treatment of any sorts of nedical problens that young people
have. That 's what a school -based health clinic does. It

provides health services. This doesn't talk about health
services at all, one iota. |It's irresponsible to be raising

those kind of specters when we discuss this |egislation. This
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